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JiO imnii i, HOAU.
Unfortunately for the unthinkiug

followers of uncompromising leader*,
there is no absolute rule for dividing
the sheep from the gouts in politics.
Indeed, this division has never been
satisfactorily mude yet, and. judging
lrom Holy Scripture, it will never be
made until tills world passes away.
Certau.'ly the wheat and the tares grew
together until the harvest, and the
sheep and the goats, all unsuspecting
of the glory and the gloom that await¬
ed them, went about their several oc¬

cupations, until the dread division was

made. Vet, Mr. Bryan proclaims
"Governor Harmon Is either a stand¬
patter or a progressive; he cannot bo
both." But is Mr. Bryan right'.' Gov¬
ernor Harmon has flood put on tariff
reform, n little detail of political con¬

sistency that has never troubled Mr.
Bryan, and Governor Harmon has been
e progressive in the matter of levying
Just taxes on corporations, and in¬
sisting that big business bear its share
of tho burdens of government. We
do not recall that Mr. Bryan has been
an effective progressive along that
line. It Is true that Mr. Bryan has
rapidly and unmlstultably progressed
away from his one-time darling prin¬
ciple of government ownership of rail¬
roads, and now not oven a still, small
volco comes from him on what he dis¬
covered after a year's sojourn abroad
was tho paramount Issue before the
American people.
Does Senator La Follette show any

more wisdom In his generalization?
"We progressives." declared the Sen¬
ator in his speech at Cleveland, "stand
for applying the recall to Judges." it
Is truo that this may be the theory of
Senator La Follette; or the theory of
Mr. Bryan; It was the theory of Gov¬
ernor Johnson, of California; it was

the theory of Roosevelt when he spoke
in Arizona, and was not his theory
twenty-four hours afterwards when
he spoke at Los Angeles, and
by the time Colonel Roosevelt
got to San Francisco he had
no theory on the recall of judges what¬
soever. Yet broathes there a man with
soul so dead who would dare deny
the title of progressive to the "con¬
tributing editor"? Governor Wilson
calls himself a progressive; ho Is op¬
posed to the recall of judges absolute¬
ly and entirely; so Is Harmon and so

is Underwood; yet no one would deny
to either Harmon or Underwood the
title progressive for, as Mr. Under¬
wood very neatly remarked in Rich¬
mond on the occasion of a dinner re¬

cently tendered him In this city: "Pro¬
gressives are Just Republicans who are

moving towards Democracy." By this
test Mr. Bryan and La Follette owe

their right to a title now apparently
much coveted solely because they are

moving away from their own party,
and. Judging by the eccentricity of the
orbits of those'".t v, ii .'-leaders In the
past, the mathematician was never. I
born who could calculate when cither
of them will be found at any time in
the future.

Before this campaign Is done l he
people of this country will decide, each

mar. fur himself, what sort of progress
he wants-, and what leader is most

likely to give it to him. Nor will the
voters, in reaching this conclusion, be I
either disturbed or deceived by the
labels which arc bring ho generously
bestowed by La Follctto and Bryan
and their heralds.

RICHMOND'S TltKAM Ullis.
Everybody in Richmond knows that

tli.s city has multiplied and Increased
In wealth and power iu the last ten or

twelve years, but it Is only when wej
art brought face to face with the!
actual comparison.-, that the real Hlg-
nificance ot this growth is upparent.j
Messrs. Scott and Stringfellow huvcjprepared a comparative table, printed
elsewhere in this paper, showing the
Increase of resources, deposits, capi¬
tal and surplus and undivided profits
of the banks of Richmond from March
16, 1S97, to December .'¦ 1911. .', moiei

striking: or encouraging exhibit of
Richmond's prosperity could not bi
made,
The total resources ...f the banks of

Richmond at this time are u little'
more than $60.000,000; nvc your." ago.
the total resources were $40,8(10,060;!
ten years ago about $26,000,000, and
in 1S97, the total resources were not
quite $16,500,000. Here is an Increase
of noarly 400 per cent, since 1 S97.
The growth of deposits has been al¬

most equally remarkable. In ISO; the
total deposits were nearly $10,300,000,
It was not until 1902 that the deposits'
had grown to $20,000,000; in the next
four years another $10,000,000 was ad¬
ded to them, and In the next five
years $15,000,000 was added. Tho toiai
increase of bank deposits since !S!i7
has been over lf.0 per cent.
For the Hume period. March, 1V."7. to

December. 1911, the capital, surplus
and undivided profits have grown from
$1,177.000 to $13,078,000. Or. if we
iYl«h to look at It in terms of the

last ten years, the capital, surplus and
profits have Increased from S6.4SO.000
to $13,676,000. or 118,per cent. Tho de¬
posits have increased from »18,606.000
to S46.S58.OO0, 165 per cent.; tho total
resourcos have increased from 126,-
387.000 to S65.108,000. 147 per cent-

Or, viewed In another way, In Febru¬
ary, 1902, the population of Richmond,
according to the United States census,
was 86,000, and the total deposits por
capita wae J212. In December, 1911.
the total population by the United
States census was 137,628, and tho
total depuslts per capita were S359;
that Is, while our population Increased
42,578 persons, or 60 per cent., our de¬
posits Incrouscd S147 por capita, ov
69 per cent.

Richmond Is growing and Hs wealth
Is outstripping Its population.

GUISAT M)-i.KA mil\i. UIVALltY.
The clear Indication that Rusulu Is

determined to assume "physical" con¬
trol of Northern Persia, in which the
capital of Iran, Teheran, Is situated,
taken with the extension of her
"sphere of Inlluencc'' over Chinese
Turkestan and Mongolia, preparatory,
obviously, to annexation of these
countries, directs attention to the rela¬
tive geographical possessions of Rus¬
sia and Great Britain, the two great¬
est land-grabbing powers on the face
ut the globe. Prom the exhibit, each
might be justified In asking the other
if it wants tho earth.
The British Empire now has 11,467,-

291 squure miles of territory.nearly
the urea of the entire continent of
Africa, which Is 11,513,57S square
miles.and there arc largo contiguous
odds and ends where British inlluencc
and Interests predominate. These, It
Is practically conceded, must soon or
late, both for commercial and strate¬
gic reasons, come formully under tho
British flag.

In Europe and Asia, at present. Rus¬
sia 'holds 8.478,669 square mileB.
Chinese Turkestan covers 550,340 and
Mongolia 1.367,000 square miles. With
the Incorporation of these the Russian
boundaries, leaving Northern Per la
out of the calculation, would embrace
10.665,597 square miles. Physical con¬
trol of Northern Persia by Rueslu will
necessarily mean physical control of
Southern Persia by Great Britain, and,
logically, this condition will be but
the forerunner of division of the neu¬
tral zone the two powers agreed to
respect, under the .Anglo-Russian con¬
vention touching Central Asia.

Thorufore, as regards acquisitions
by either of the territory In Persia,
we have a virtual stand-off.

But what of outside of Persia In
that quarter? What of the 4,277,170
square miles of China proper'.' These
questions arc both pertinent and In¬
teresting, when considered In the light
of Russia's trans-Mongolian railway
scheme and Great Britain's Anglo-
Indian back door TOUte through Thibet
to China. Where will the rivalry for
territorial dominion between Russia
and Great Britain end, and who Is
to be the sufferer, after Persia, In de¬
ciding the Issue of ultimata advant¬
age'.' If order docs not ere long evolve
out of the Chinese chaos. It may bo
but u short, and, for China, a bitter cry
to the answer, the several conventions
guaranteeing the territorial Integrity
of the Celestial Empire none the less.

SCHOOL LEAGUES' GREAT WORK.
Self-help has been Illustrated In a

remarkable way by the growth
In numbers und contributions of the
citizens* leagues in Vlrgiuia. These
leagues were one of the first activi¬
ty undertaken by the Co-Operative
Education Association, and to-day
there are only eighteen counties In
\ irginiu which have not an organized
active body of citizens who get to¬
gether and take counsel and use their
energies and their money for the sole
purpose of improving the school con¬
ditions in their neighborhood.

Ilow much these leugues mean can

be gathered from the fact that there
are 307 leugues reported, with 9,478
members. In point of leagues, Caro¬
line county has the most twenty-
seven organizations have, been formed
In that county and twenty-six have
reported. Prince William also has
twenty-seven leagues, of which twen¬
ty-two have reported. But, In member¬
ship of leagues, llcni'lco leads them nil
with 7io. Close to I Ion rlco conies Allo-
ghuny, where with only one league in
xlstencc, 700 members have been en¬

rolled.

Among the other counties having a

large numbci are Caroline, with 574;
Wise, with 120, and. all told, there are

twenty-eight counties reporting over
1"" members, and til teen counties re¬
porting over 200 members.

I.Ike politick) or any other organiz¬
ed effort, schools cannot surpass the
standards set by the communities In
which the) exist. That is why the
Intercut in education which these
leagues exhibit is a matter of auch
vital moment to the Stale, n means
that the purenls and elder brothers
and Bisters are-going to bco to it that
the schools are made effective; that the
grounds arc beautiful; that the build¬
ings arc clean, and that education Is
closely related to the dally lives of
Hit children. It means that agricul¬
ture, cooking and sewing win bo

j taught Ul the lime they cim be most
1 easily acquired and will be most sure¬
ly helpful. The proof that the mem¬
bers of the leagues aie Interested in
the work they are doing is conclusive-!
ly shown by I lie fact thut the leaguesI have rained 122,825.86; six countiesI raised over $1,000, and I lock bridge
raised 12,7 II.23.

j The treasure and tin- hearts of the
people of Virginia arc both given to
education, and the results uf this in¬
terest and effort uro being shown in

the Increased health and happiness of
tho State every day.

HENrtV WATTBIIBOK THIS AFTIitl-
KO02V.

Tho dean of tho Southern press and
ono of tho foremost editors of tho re¬
public. Colonel Henry Wattorson, of
Louisville, will speak here for tho
cause of pcaoe this afternoon. The
time Is 3:80,-the place is tho Jefferson
auditorium, and everybody ought to be
there to hoar the mun. Colonel Wat-
tcrson is touring Southern cities,
speaking in behalf of the general arbi¬
tration treaties which are now pend¬
ing in the United Stutes Senate- Tho
topic Is a thoroughly live one. It is
being discussed throughout tho coun¬
try; the leaders of the nation's
thought ure much occupied with it-
Tho cuusc for which Colonel Wattor¬
son speaks should appeal to the heart
and conscience of every good citizen
of tho country, because tt seeks to
truusmule tho dream of tho ages Into
an accomplished fact, speeding that
great day of days when the pcoplo
"shall beat their swords into plow¬
shares and their spears into pruning
hooks: nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more." Instead, of putting
the issuo to the arbitrament of load
and steel, those buhind this great
peace movement would settle lntcrna-
tlon controversies in competent and
unprejudiced courts, averting the loss
of millions of lives and avoiding tho
expenditures of millions upon millions
of treasure. Much has been accom¬
plished In the last decade In the dl-
icction of judicial settlement of Inter¬
national disputes, but more remains
to be done.
There should be a great gathering

at the Jefferson auditorium this after¬
noon to greet the veteran editor and
to give evidence of Interest In the
causo for which he speaks. Colonel
Watterson is not only a master of his
subject, but with surpassing eloquence
will Impress his audience with tho
majesty of his theme. Everybody is
invited to attend, and doubtless many
of those In this city who have been
bruised by the armed heel of war will
testify by their prc3encc their hope
that the war drum shall soon throb
no longer and tho red flag be furled
forever upon the earth and the seas.

..everybody's movement."
The splendid civic spirit of Richmond

which has made this city what it Is
will oxprcss itself anow on Tuesday
night, stronger, groater, more enthu¬
siastic than ever before. The big civic
celebration will Indicate to the city
und to the world tho belief which the
citizens have In the future of Rich¬
mond. The members of tho seven
allied business clubs united tempo'rarlly
for this purpose Into the Civic Co¬
operative Organization, the officials of
the city government und Invited guests
will parade from the City Hall to tho
City Auditorium and then there will
be a great festival of Richmond spirit.
Distinguished and able spcukcr3 will
tell of tho glory of this city, of her
wonderful resources and her still moro
wondorful spirit. There are to bo
other exercises of a highly entertain-'
lng and Instructive character.
This year has been ono of great

prosperity for Richmond. In Indus¬
trial, in oommerclal, in governmental,
In spiritual endeavor, the city has
marched steadily forward and upward.
On ovcry side there are the un¬
mistakable signs of greater municipal
growth and municipal betterment. Pro¬
gress in n thousand forms is to be
found here. It Is fitting, therefore,
that Just after the beginning of the
new year, the people of Richmond
should rejoice because of the pros¬
perity of the past year und express
their confidence in the unprecedented
richness of the year that is just start¬
ing. There will bo a tremendous out¬
pouring of the citizens Tuesday night,
and there can be no question that
I he celebration will be of Immeasurable
benefit to Richmond and Its people.

NORSE VOYAGES to america.
The statement that an animated

discussion followed the reading before
lhe Royal Geographical society of Dr.
Fridtjof Nansen's paper on the "Norse¬
men in America," and that Sir Clements
R, Markharn agreed with Dr. Nanson,
but Lord Curzon did not and protested
that Nansen was In error about Wlno-
land. Is calculated to excite Interested
curiosity as to what the author of
the paper maintained as to the Amer¬
ican adventures of his compatriot voy-
ug< is and explorers.
The paper Is printed in the last

Issue of the Geographical Journal, and.
In a summary of it, the Nation says
that after a careful Investigation of
tlie Norse Icelandic literature of tho
twelfth. thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries, "chiefly put Into writing In
that strange island, Iceland.'" Dr. Nan-
sen comes to these conclusions:
"That the Norseman have discovered

America, anil have had intercourse
with the land and Its natives' probably
during some long period; but the nar¬
ratives of the discovery und of voy-
ages to U'inclHiid are legendary. The
Icelanders and the Groenlanders may
have transferred tho ideas, especially
of the Fortunate Isles, from the le¬
gends to the discovered land; and the
'saga of Wlneland the Good has then
been gradually formed in the coursejot lime, by putting together feature
after feature from old tales and le¬
gends, with some real knowledge of
lands In the West/'

sir Clements ft. Murkham, it may
not be uninteresting to note, in Ulis
connection, Is, like Nansen, an Arctic
explorer of note,.an"d Is well known
in Richmond, where he spent some Ut¬
ile flmo several years ago and was

quietly und privately, but extensivelyj entertained He Is also an archaeolo¬
gist >'f eminence,' and a profound his¬
torian, and his support <>r Nansen Is

'likely to carry great weight In ln-
| iluencing scholaru and lnvostlgutors to

-.-,
a conviction that the Norwegian la cor¬
rect In blB conclusions.

Sir Clements Is an especial author¬
ity on Peruvian archaeology, nnd has
tlono much to glvo Impulse to efforts
now being made to reconstruct Incan
and pre-Incan history through that
medium, and solve tho mystory of
similarity botwoen South and Central
American and Egyptian architectural
ruins.

rm; t \t:ü ax.i; \ in«
(Selected for -Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.)
"Jesus Christ, the same yesterday,and to-day, and forever.".HebrewsXlll. 8.
As the New Year6 come around,

bringing their many changes, both
glud and sad, it makes it seem .all the
more wondorful to contemplate the
one great fact that remains unchang¬
ed as time goes on. "Josus Christ, tho
same yesterday, to-day and forever."
More than eighteen hundred years

ago St. Paul wrote tho Corinthians,
"The fuehlon of this world pusscth
away." And so it Is to-day. Change
and decay are the ordor of human lite.
Such periods came In tho fourth cen¬
tury of the Christian era, or when the
crusudcrs burst the bonds of Europo
und swarmed into Asia Minor; such a
period was when tho Reformation
shook thb foundations of the Roman
Church, und such a period seems to bo
developing now before our eyes. So we
are disposed to Inquire what it is in
the midst of the things that arc passing
away to which we may with security
cling and upon which we may with
proper conttdonce rest. Tho one abid¬
ing factor In the over changing econ¬
omy of our human life Is the personal
dominion of Christ over the hearts
und consciences and over tbo lives of
men.

His (lrst disciple walked by faith in
Him; to-day His disciples seo all
around them the tangible ovldence of
His power, In our political Institutions,
our literature, our art. our philan¬
thropy. Other religions there are
older than Christianity and with moro
followers, but the Influence of those
religions is not the personal Influence
of their founders. Take away Moham¬
med and islam remains, and tho same
Is true of Uuddhism or Confuclunisin.
Uut take away Christ and Christianity
is gone.

It Is the form of the personal Christ
that has commanded the attention and
elicited the homage und love that
make the Christian religion what it

What 1e this torco? We see what
Jesus Christ has been lu history, we
can also 6ee what He Is. The philoso¬
phers tell us that wo cannot compre¬
hend the real meaning of such terms
us perfect, absolute, omnipotent, lnlin-
ite and eternal. 13ut looking at the
life of Christ, lor us at least, "the
Absolute was born at Bethlehem, the
Perfect died on Calvary, tho Omnipo¬
tent roso at Caster, the Inlinlto as¬
cended from Bethany and tho Eternal
camo down at Pentecost." Here, then,
is the fact and here is tho slgnliicanco
of it, the kingdom of Jesus Christ Is
a perpetual kingdom, It docs uot paba
away, and the klugdom of Jesus
Christ is tho kingdom of God.
Here is the explanation of the won¬

derful story of this world and its his¬
tory. The defeats, the victories, the
rise and fall of nations, wore all pre¬
paring the wuy for the coming of that
kingdom which camo In Jesus Christ.
In the continuance of this kingdom we
Und the true unity of the past and also
the true hope of the future.
The consummation of this age In

which we are living will never bo
achieved until all torms of human pur¬
suit acknowledge Him, all departments
of human knowledge pay their tri¬
bute to Him, all bsplrations of the hu¬
man heart lind their ond In Him, und
exclaim at last with peace and Joy:
"Behold, tho Lamb of God:"

Finally, in tho perpetuity of the
kingdom of Jesus Christ we find not
only the true unity of the past and
the true hope of the future, but, also,
>that is the truo duty of the present
hour. And comprehensively slated,
what Is that but to make all human
society, at home, abroad, everywhere,
feel and respond t<> the supremacy of
tho Lord und Muster? Thin Is the In¬
spiration that brings the consciousness
that we are co-workers with God In
the fulfilment of His purposes which
run throughout all human history? To
the final consummation of that purpose
the whole world travallcth together un¬
til now. ami will travail until the final
purposes of God have, come to full
fruition. We stand to-day at the be¬
ginning of a new year, the twelve
mouths behind ns have passed as a
watch in the night, the future lies be¬
fore us unknown and unknowable, yet
in the midst of things that arc pass¬
ing away Is tho one abiding factor In
human life to which we can with se¬
curity cling and upon which vye may
with perfect confidence rest. For de¬
spite nil the changes that have taken
place In the past, that are taking place
in' tho present, or will take place in
the future, .stands, and will forever
stand, the kingdom of Jesus Christ.

Richmond, the skyscraper city.

Of vital importance Is action by the
Gonerul Assembly looking to tho In-
crease of our naval strength, Not
only do wo need more colonels for the
Governor's staff, but a number of eom-
motlot not less than one hundred.
If Governor Mann carries all the col¬
onels with him to Busala, who will he
left to protect the people? We must
have at least a hundred commodores
to repel Invasion and quiet domestic
lnsurrtjetlon. Suppose the Russians
were to hear that our warrior execu¬
tive were coming, what Is to prevent' their taking a roundabout course und
slipping down upon us when our Im¬
mortal twenty-six arc Hearing tho

Czar's dominion? In time of peace,
say wo, prepare for war.

Dr. Mary Walkor, who long alnce
practically Illustrated hor convjatlon
that a woman Ib as good as a man and
should have all of a man's rights, by
discarding female and donning male at*
tiro, now solemnly announces her de¬
termination to eliminate the collar but¬
ton. If Dr. Mary Imparts to tho col¬
lar button any more eliminating pro¬
pensity and agility than la and over'
has bcon Inherent In It ever alnce
somo diabolical genius conceived It,
clearly sho will have lost all claim to
be considered a "fellow man" and bo
amenable to tho charge of wilful at-
tompt to provoke dtsclosuro of how
much suppressed ploty it Is possible to
ovoke.

' Voice of the People"]
it.-unite Virginia und West Virginia.To tho Editor of Tho TlmeB-Dlspatou:Sir,.Now that tho .Legislature is
about to conveno I wish to call to
public attention an important matter,the opportunity to carry out which
will nover occur again. It Is knownthut the Supreme Court of tho United
Status has decided that West Virginiaowes Virginia over ST.OOO.llOO, andthut when tho Interest is computed on
that amount for tho more than llftyyears which havo elapsed since thodivision of the State thut it willuiuko Ilm amount several limes sevenminions. Now lot Uio Leglsmluru otVirginia ui Its coining session preparea strong appeal to West Virginia toreunite: w\iln Virginia and muKc out ofmo two ono ol lue greatest and grand¬est States in the Union. Let uicui uulWest Virginia in tuo appuul that wmuuits true: mat wmie West Virginia-isa line state, aim one of wblcn us poo-ldc can be proud, It can never bo agreat state. Doing but little more thannaif tho eize 01 Virginia, and thosmallest Slate in tho union exceptutgnt, und most of tnoso eight havethu advuntuge over West Virginia inthat they are maritime Stales, wnllutWest Virginia is purely inland. Hut ittho two Vtrglniuo are reunited theywould form a biato which would bolarger In territory than most of thoSlates In thu Union, und considerablylarger than any other east of tho-Mississippi River. And In populationthu two States combined had by tholast census mure than 3,12&,U00 people,und Judging' irons tnulr increase, shouldhavo at the next census near i.euu.euu.a number exceeded by but low < lliursami placing It among the larger Amer¬ican ijtules.
Then, uguin, in the line of mineral:West Virginia, ulrea'dy exceeds everyother State except Pennsylvania incoal, and has a vust deal of othermmerul wealth; und Virginia is alsorich In minerals. Indeed, it has moredifferent k'nds than any other State.Pulling tho two together, there wouldbu u State which would be in the

very front rank In that respect- Inthe line of agriculture the. very samething would also tune prace, for WeHtVirginia hag a great dual ot line landin her ICanawha Valley, her Ohio Riverbottoms and in other parts of theState. Virginia has in her beautuulShenandoah and other rich valleys,her splendid Piedmont section, herKustcin Shore und Norfolk regions'
an Immense -leal of line farming land.Li fact, there Is not one of her hun¬dred counties which docs not contain
some good land. And as to navigablewaters with their products, sucn asthe Chesapeake Bay and HamptonRoads-, wtuch Is the finest harbor on jthe Atlantic coast, thu Potomac, theKuppahunnock, thu York, the James
and othurs in Virginia, tho Kanawha
and the Ohio In West Virginia, the re¬
united States would easily stand ahrnjof any other on tho North Americancontinent ah of these facts, togetherwith others, which would go to show
What a great und grand State the two
Virginias together would make, should
be put In the appeal. And there are
some other things which might be
put in. Thus, West Virginians could
still call themselves West Virginians,
if they wished to, as they would live
lh the Western part of Virginia. And
as It so happens that In Virglnlu u
Governor cannot succeed himself, it
might be 80 arranged that an amend¬
ment might be made to the Virginia
Constitution that the Governor or itu
reunited Stales should be taken one jterm from what Is now Virginia and
the next term from what Is now West jVirginia, and that thu Lieutenant-
Governor should always come from ilu ,opposite section to the Governor. And
even with regard to the two Cnued
Btatos Senators, the Slate of Maryland
once hud it III State Constitution,
and It may be there now. lor aught
1 kuo«. that one of them should eoinu
from tho Eastern Shore and the other
from the Western Shore of that Stale
Virglnlu might arrange It the sann
way with West Virginia, that one of
ihem should always come from what
la now Virglnlu and the other Horn
what is now West Virglnlu. As tot
tlie Congressmen, there would in any |
event bo districts In each section ac-
cording to Its population Just as is the
case now.

Let the Legislature then take this
matter up al Its forthcoming session
and see what can be done. It may
be that nothing can be done, but oven
If that should turn out to be the case,
no harm will result, and If It should
be the means of causing tho two
stales to reunite It would be the
grandest thing H'ui any Legislature
has done for years, or will probably
ever again have a chanco to dp. ^
Richmond.

( urniiIiiIiii aN <» Bxpresa Servier.
To the Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:

sir,.Referring to a communication
in The. Times-Dispatch on .'Ex-press
Nuisance," und signed "A Citizen." 1
have to say that, while 1 did not know
such practices wore general, yet I have
frequently been a victim of what I
had thought were gross errors; but "A
Citizen" has opened Illy eyes to what
appears lo be dishonesty somewhere
In the e.vpress company's employes.
The writer is In a position where on
holidays numbers ot packages are sent
to Iiis care for distribution. These
packages nr.; distributed as an accom¬
modation and without any compensa¬
tion, and as a result usually arrive
prepaid. Several times when claims
were marie by drivers for charges und
were refused payment, they were ro-
turnod to the express ofllcc. only to
be returned and delivered later.
On last Sunday, while my affairs

were in charge or an assistant, two,boxes arrived by express which were'
marked "paid" on tiic box.-s. and which
the driver refused lo deliver unless
churges were forthcoming. He paid
same and took receipt for the money.
On reporting the matter to mo a little
later, I showed my assistant a receipt
for the larger box which had been
mailed me when the box was shipped
from Washington. Tho other box was
from a party who usually sends thorn
monthly, nnd always prepays them. I
at once called up the express company
over telephone and stated the facts,
and 1 received the very curt reply:
.C'omo to the offic2 and produce my
receipts." After telling the company I
lid dot propose, lo call on thorn, they
(lieh said us soon us the driver re¬
ported (hey would ."end the money to
me. Tills Is Thursday, and I have not
yet received any word from them.
There Is cither bad business methods

In the express office or somebody Is
dishonest, und It Is up to the express
company to protect Its patrons from
such practices.

SUPERINTENDENT.Richmond. ,

a iMcn for the Hx-Conferterntc.
To the K.ittnt of The Times-Dispatch:

Sir.- The proverbial Ingratitude of
republics has been exemplified and em-
phasixod in the treatment accorded the
aged and destitute tioldlirs of tho Civil
Wiir by the State of Virginia. In the
darkest hour of the country's history^

both the Confederate Congress and th»Legislature of Virginia onaoted a .lawproviding: that in case a soldier wasdisabled In tho sorvlco tho State would
care for him. In case he wore killed,It would provldo for his family. Dur¬ing tho reconstruction era, and torlong years after, tho Confederate sol¬dier neither uokod nor OXPUCtCd anyassistance from his State. Now, in ad.
dltion to wounds by bayonet, shot andshell, bowed down by the lutlrmltlos
of ago, bo appeala to hie State to re¬
deem its solemn obligation. The Con¬federate soldier 1b not a pauper onthe public charity. For four years bo
stood in the Imminent deadly broach,dally offering hia lite a saorlflco on thealtar of constitutional liberty. Hudtho State tho power to coin Olympus, itwould fall far short of paying him fortho days of dangor, nights' wakingthrough which ho has passed. With
tho sumo Indomitable courage with
which he mot tho enemies of hlu coun¬
try, ho went to work to repair the
ravages of war, reared hia cabin whore
orstwhlle stood hl« home, now in ushos;followed his plow on u wooden leg, andwith one arm hoed his corn and tobac¬
co. Doubtless thoro aro a few un¬
worthy numes on tho ponslon list;- this
should not dotract from tho manythat arc needy and deserving.

It would seem that a logislatlvecommltteo would be far better cm-
ployed cutting down the exorbitant
salarloa puld State officials than re¬vising tho pension rolls. Before thoSwanson administration, which was asaturnalia of extravagance, tho salaryof division superintendents of schoolsIn tho smaller and poorer counties was$300. Now, under tho protoxt, or rather
pretense, of giving his whole time to
the school work, his salary has been
raised to $900, while, In point of fact,for six months In tho yoar tho publicschools aro closed and tho ofllco Is a
perfect sinecure; and so on all along
up tho lino. It Is an outrage on tho
taxpayer and a gross Injustice to the
old sold|lcr. The prosont executive
has used the Confederate soldier only
as a stopplng-stono to oltlce. When
making Iiis canvass for tho soldier
voto he said this Is the last chance youwill have to help an old Confederate
olect our Governor, and 1 will see that
tho pension bill la not sldo-trackcd as
heretofore, but shall have precedence.
His promise was traced in sand. Bach
year of his administration the old
soldiers' pension check has come dis¬
counted, with regrots from tho Auditor
that there aro no funds, while to payexorbitant salaries of State officials
there aro funds galore.The' Stato of Alabama, with no
larger population and no greater
wealth, pays Its first class pensioners
$100; second class, $$0, third class, in¬
cluding wldowu. $64. This Is paid
quarterly Tho prosperous and wealthy
State of Virginia pays Its third class
pensioners, including widows, by far
the largest class, $6 quarterly, and this
discounted 10 per cent. The politician
you have with you always, likewise
tho office-holder, but In all human
probability, before another Legisla¬
ture Is chosen, the old soldier will
have passed beyond all earthly assist¬
ance. Should the Legislature about to
convene fall to make a more liberal
appropriation for the aged and desti¬
tute soldiers of the Civil War it will
be a blot on the fair escutcheon of
Virginia which time can never efface.

CITIZEN.
Tahscott

Agnlnnt i» Fedcrnl Inromr Tax.
To the Edltor of Tho Times-Dispatch:

Sir..I am surprised to sec that some
members of tho legislature aro In fa¬
vor of reconsidering the sixteenth
amendment to the United States Con¬
stitution. 1 supposed when the la--H
General Assembly refuted to rutlfy
that so far. as Virginia was concerned
the amendment was dead. If those
States that ratified and those that re¬
jected the "Income tax amendment" aro
Allowed indellnltely to reyerse their
votes. then the question may never be
settled.

V.'hen the Democratic Congress pass¬ed the 21 per day pension bill. It
becms to me that tho sovcral States
ought to be careful and not confer
this absolute power, enabling them to
raise vast sums to be squandered.Russia has "no Constitution. The
Czar can lovy a tax of 59 per cont. on
all Incomes, from whatever source do-
rived, and If this amendment !s rati¬fied the United States Congress willhave tho same absolute and unlimited
power to tax us us much us fancy may
suggest or Hvurlce dictate.

Old John Randolph, the great Com¬
moner, often pointed to the encroach¬
ments of the general government uponStates' rights. One right after an¬other has been taken away, and nowthey ask unlimited power of direct tax¬ation, i

Congressional thirst for power re¬
minds me of the great maelstrom, themighty whirlpool off the coast of Nor¬
way, into which ship after ship andboat after boat may be drawn, andstill the awful vortex will roar for
more victims to go down Into Its un-satlatcd and insatiable maw.
Tho conservative and patriotic ele¬ment of the nation hoped that theadvent of the Democratic party Into

power would introduce wise legislationand honest reform, but the enthusiasticsupport given by Democratic membersto the $1 per day pension bill provesto us that the Democrats are trying toout-Herod Herod.
No! Curb their power. Do not en¬large it. Defeat tho sixteenth amend¬ment and bury it, and mark everyman who voted for the pension graftand never support him more. "So moteit be." QUIET OBSRRVCR.Kenbrldge.

La Marquise de Fonteno
FOR more than a hundred years the!so-called Tuscany branch of thehouse of Hapsburg has been a'

source of worry and unxletv to!the reigning family of Austria-Hun¬gary, Its princes und princesses havoibeen distinguished for the originalityand Independence of their character, Ifor their gifts of one sort anil another,and for the many pages of romance,not unmixed with scandal, which theyhave furnished to the parent stoni.At the court of Vienna they are known
ns the Tuscans, and when that is said,
one Is prepared for any bit of news of
a startling character.
The latest of the "Tosltaner" to oc¬

cupy tins limelight is Archduke HenryFerdinand, one of the younger sons ofthe last sovereign Grand Dulcc ofTuscany, who, some few years ago,while fulfilling his duties as captainof the crack Sixth Dragoon Regiment
at Enns, Coolly took his departure,without asking for leave of absence
of his colonel, of the generals In com¬mand of the brigades and the divis¬ions to which he belonged, or of theEmperor, and betook himself to Vni-'rileh, where he settled down lo tholife of an artist, devoting hlrhstif topainting, etching and sculpture, In each
of which branches of art he displays

altogether remarkable talent He turneda deaf ear to the remonstrance* of niecommanding officers, on their demand¬ing an explanation of his conduct andids return to his mllltury duties. Infoot, he Ignored them altogo'hor. Nordid be take much more.notice of thoEmperor, boyond stating, qulto re¬spectfully, that he did not care formilitary lifo: that In spite of tho cjevor-noss which he had displayed at themilitary academy, tho arts of warwere altogether distasteful' to him.and that he proferred tho free, easyand untrammeled life of an artist ufMunich, mingling umong friends andassociates of congonlui tastes.
Tho Emperor took no notice of hiscommunication until the other day.whon ho placed him on the retlrodlist, as a captain of Dragoons, withoutpay, and without prospects of anyfurther advancement, thus virtuallyending hl8 military ourcor. Ills young¬er brother. Archduke Peter Ferdinand,has attalnod tho rank of mojor-genorol.and Archduke Joseph Ferdinand thatof Ueutenant-gcnerul.
Thoro Is no truth, however. In thestory that Archduke Henry has beenturned out of tho army; although unyofllcer who did not happen to bo aprince of tho blood would havo teenpunl6hed as a deserter. If guilty of ;-lm-liar behavior; and ho retains the rightto wcor his uniform as a captain rfDragoon*, and all his honors and pre¬rogatives us a prince of the blood. Ithas been assorted that ho was unxl-014s to sacrifice these. In order to con¬tract an alliance with some young girlof bourgeois rank at Munich. Butthere Is no foundation for tills state¬ment, and thus far he has given noIndication of being anxious to re¬linquish the free and easy life of abachelor-artist in the most artisticcapital of Europe. While ho has heldaloof from court cvor since he quittedhis regiment at Enns, and has neverstneo crossed the threshold, cither of.Schocnbrunn or of the Hofburg, on thooccasion of his visits to Vlonnu, hostill remains on the most affectionateand excellent terms with I;1b motherand bis younger brothers and sisters,who Indeed have been spending theChristmas holidays With him at Mu¬nich, visiting that city for tho pur-pose. Whether ho will eventually wedmorganatlcally a woman of humblorank, or clso sacrifice his own rank usa prince of the blood. In order to weda bourgcolso on a footing of perfectequality, remains to be seen. For. thepresent he retains his statue as aprlnco of the blood, with the predicateof Imperial Hlghncas and the tltic ofarchduke.
His eldest brother Is that ex-Arch¬duke Leopold whoso name haa com¬pletely disappeared from the Afma-nach de Gotha, and who Is now knownas Leopold Wolfllng. having divorcedhis actress-wife In order to Wed AMunich chambermaid. He has for¬feited all his military honors and Im¬perial prerogatives, and has not evenbeen permitted to retain his Austriancitizenship, having become by -naturali¬zation u Switzer.The eldest sister of Archduke Henryis the Crownprlncens of Saxony, whosoname remains In the Almanach deGotha, though with the added noticethat elic has been divorced from thepresent King of Saxony, and that shehas been forbidden to use the title ofAjchduchesa of Austria or Crown-princess of Saxony, or to bear the armsof tho reigning families of Austrln-Hungary or Saxony. She Is now secur¬ing a divorce for her second husband,the Italian pianist Toselll. though atthe Vatican, and. In fact, by Catholicsthroughout the world, she continuesto be regarded as the lawful wife- ofthe King of Saxony. There are manypeople who are convinced that sooneror Inter she will become reconciled loKlntr Frederick Augustus, who, In spiteof all that has passed, hns rctaln/dprofound pity, not unmixed with nffacitlon. It will be remembered thul illher recent autobiography she spt liltin the most appreciative manner of hlSkindness, and lies not one word >>ireproach to address to him. attribut¬ing tho origin of all her trouhi.Dresden to her father-in-law, tlu lateKing George, and. above all. to tingrand master of the Court of Saxonand minister of the royal ho>:v. G.

von Motzsch Reichenbach. In her nook"the ex - orownprlnccss r'lates manymean and spiteful traits on the p..riof this typical specimen of a Hin-.sorvlng, Intriguing courtier. Perhapsthey havo served 10 open the oyca' ofthe King, who is a particularly kind-hearted man. to the eharactor of VonMctzech. At any rate, the latter ha*Just been dismissed by the King, andh'ls domination of the court of Dresden,where so many American women hawbeen presented, when unable to securethat honor at Berlin or at the Courtof St. James. Is now a thing of thepast
Still another nf the Tuscans Is ihtmissing Archduke John, who vanishedfrom sight Just about twenty ycai*ago. never having been scon since hrtsailed from Montevideo f<-«r Valparaiso,on board the ship Marghorlta, whichlie owned. He was a most remarkable

man. It Is well known that the tutoField Marshal MoltkO regarded hlni, Inspit'- of his youth, as one of the mostaccomplished strategists in Europe.Music, astronomy, architecture, cheinis-
trv and botany are only a fow of thothings to which Archduke John turnedhis hand with rctnarkuble success. As
a pamphleteer, he achieved a celebritythat extended far beyond the frontlcruof Austria: and when he set out tostudy seamanship he experienced nodldlcultv In obtaining a master's cer¬tificate In less than a tenth of the time
usually required by candidates for di¬plomas of that kind.

His brother. Archduke Louis Sal-
vator, has spent hl» entire llf" inlaborious historical and geographicalresearches, has published several re¬
markable works upon botany and nat¬
ural history: works that have won forhint considerable celebrity In the
scientific world, and membership of theInstitute of France. He is never seen
at court, from which he holds com¬pletely nloof. The only member of the
Imperial family who ever found favor
In his eyes was Empress Elizabeth, who
visited him on his large estate on the
Island of Majorca, and which, Ilk? Hie
magnificent Imperial castle near Tri¬
este, bear." the name of Miramar. He
divides his time between his life tinhoard his yacht, the Nlxle, on which hocruises about under the Incognito >>¦*
.'Count Nclndorff," and his place on theIsland of Majoren, where no strangers
are ever admitted, since he has just
as gre-at aversion for a new face as
his cousin, the late King Louis of
Bavaria. Ho goes about when on the
Island dressed In Jeans, like a pea.-.ml.with straw sandals on his feet, and
wearing an old flat cup with a pingvizor: a most, unlmpertnl looking ng-
tire.
Then there was still another brother.Archduke Charles, who was so Intenselydemocratic that he persisted in usingthe public omnibuses and surface curs,In lieu of the Imperial equipages placed

nt his disposal, declaring that he. deriv¬ed no end of amusement In mixing withpeople Ignorant of his rank. -Ho was
an extremely clever locksmith;(Copyright, mil. by Hie Brentwood
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